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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 20-39 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 34-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The following terms lack antecedent basis: 



For the purpose of this office action the Examiner would change "the at least one 
application" to "the at least one application program". 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



l the at least one application" on line 5 of claim 34. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. Claims 20,22,23,25-28,31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0069874 A1 to Hertzog et al. in view of 
U.S. Pub. No. 2003/02127553 A1 to Lai. 

5. As to claim 20, Hertzog teaches an integrated address book clearinghouse 
interface stored on computer-readable storage medium, the integrated address book 
clearinghouse interface comprising: a plurality of function modules, usable by a plurality 
of application programs for managing a plurality of address books that form an 
-integrated address book clearinghouse, by performing functions on the integrated 
address book clearinghouse (figure 3 page 5 paragraphs 0061-0069); an encapsulation 
module for encapsulating in data envelopes requests for the performance of functions 
on the integrated address book clearinghouse and authorization to perform the 
requested functions ("...encodes.. .encapsulated..." page 5 paragraph 0061, 
Authentication Function 60 page 5 paragraph 0064); an address book function call 
module for generating function calls requesting the performance of functions on the 
integrated address book clearinghouse if such requested functions are authorized 
("...calls..." page 5 paragraph 0063); 

Hertzog is silent with reference to an analyzing module for analyzing data 
envelopes to detect requests to perform functions on the address book clearinghouse to 
perform such requested functions; a function call processing module for processing 
function calls requesting the performance of functions on the integrated address book 
clearinghouse; a function call response module for generating responses to processed 
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function calls; and a response encapsulation module for encapsulating in data 
envelopes responses to processed function calls and information identifying an address 
book of the plurality of address books on which a function call was carried out. 

Lai teaches an analyzing module for analyzing data envelopes to detect requests 
to perform functions on the address book clearinghouse to perform such requested 
functions (HTTP Daemon 21 page 2 paragraph 0029, Step 63 page 3 paragraph 0036); 
a function call processing module for processing function calls requesting the 
performance of functions on the integrated address book clearinghouse ("...network 
service..." page 3 paragraph 0036, Network Services 77 page 3 paragraph 0037); a 
function call response module for generating responses to processed function calls 
("...network service..." page 3 paragraph 0036, Network Services 77 page 3 paragraph 
0037); and a response encapsulation module for encapsulating in data envelopes 
responses to processed function calls and information identifying an address book of 
the plurality of address books on which a function call was carried out (HTTP Daemon 
21 page 3 paragraph 0036). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hertzog with the teaching of Lai because 
the teaching of Lai would improve the system of Hertzog by providing HTTP proxy and 
daemon for handling underlying transmission protocol so that the cost and difficult of 
program development is significantly reduced (Lai page 1 paragraph 0017). 
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6. As to claim 22, Hertzog teaches an integrated address book clearinghouse 
interface as claimed in Claim 20, wherein the functions to be performed on the 
integrated address book clearinghouse include the addition of an address book to the 
integrated address book clearinghouse (Add New User Function 64 page 5 paragraph 
0066). 

7. As to claim 23, Hertzog teaches an integrated Claim 20, wherein the functions to 
be address book clearinghouse interface as claimed in performed on the integrated 
address book clearinghouse include the modification of an address included in one or 
more of the plurality of address books that form the integrated address book 
clearinghouse (Put Contact Updates Function 68 page 5 paragraph 0068). 

8. As to claim 25, Hertzog teaches an integrated address book clearinghouse 
interface as claimed in Claim 20, wherein the plurality of address books that form the 
integrated address book clearinghouse are each associated with a particular user 
identity ("...specific user..." page 4 paragraph 0050). 

9. As to claim 26, Hertzog teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse comprising: generating a request to perform 
a function on the integrated address book clearinghouse ("...encodes information..." 
page 5 paragraph 0061, Browser 20/Client Services Module 26 page 17 paragraph 
0176), the function comprising one of a plurality of functions usable by a plurality of 
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application programs for managing the integrated address book clearinghouse 
("...authentication function..." page 5 paragraphs 0062-0069), the integrated address 
book clearinghouse comprising a plurality of address books (Server Database 34 page 
4 paragraph 0050); determining if the request to perform the function on the integrated 
address book clearinghouse also includes authorization to perform the request ("...in 
case of valid user..." page 5 paragraph 0062, "...if the user is authenticated..." page 5 
paragraph 0064); performing the requested function on the integrated address book 
clearinghouse if the request includes the authorization to perform the request (Get New 
Contact Identity Function 62/Add New User Function 64/Get New Contacts Updates 
Function 66/Put Contact Updates Function 68/Close Session Function 70 page 5 
paragraph 0065), while Lai teaches generating a response to the request after the 
request is performed, the response including information that identifies the address 
book of the plurality of address books on which the requested function was performed 
("...HTTP response..." page 3 paragraph 0036, "...responding the HTTP message..." 
page 3 paragraph 0037); and sending the response to the source of the request 
("...transmits this HTTP response..." page 3 paragraph 0036). 

10. As to claim 27, Hertzog teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 26, wherein the 
request to perform a function on an integrated address book clearinghouse is: 
generated by a client (Client Services Module 26 page 5 paragraph 0061 , Browser 
20/Client Services Module 26 page 17 paragraph 0176); encapsulated in a data 
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envelope ("...encodes information... XML stream..." page 5 paragraph 0061); and the 
data envelope sent to a server ("...sent to the application server 40..." page 5 
paragraph 0061), which determines if the request to perform the function on the 
integrated address book clearinghouse also includes authorization to perform the 
request ("...in case of valid user..." page 5 paragraph 0062, "...if the user is 
authenticated..." page 5 paragraph 0064). 

11. As to claim 28, Hertzog teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 26 wherein: (a) 
generating the request to perform a function on an integrated address book 
clearinghouse is performed by a client (Client Services Module 26 page 5 paragraph 
0061, Browser 20/Client Services Module 26 page 17 paragraph 0176); and (b) a 
server: (i) determines if the request to perform the function on the integrated address 
book clearinghouse also includes authorization to perform the request ("...in case of 
valid user..." page 5 paragraph 0062, "...if the user is authenticated..." page 5 
paragraph 0064); (ii) if the request includes authorization to perform the request, 
performs the requested function on the integrated address book clearinghouse (Get 
New Contact Identity Function 62/Add New User Function 64/Get New Contacts 
Updates Function 66/Put Contact Updates Function 68/Close Session Function 70 page 
5 paragraph 0065), while Lai teaches (iii) after the request is performed, generates a 
response to the request, the response including information that identifies the address 
book of the plurality of address books on which the request was performed (". . . HTTP 
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response..." page 3 paragraph 0036, "...responding the HTTP message..." page 3 
paragraph 0037); and (iv) sends the response to the source of the request, i.e., the 
client ("...transmits this HTTP response..." page 3 paragraph 0036). 

12. As to claim 31 , Hertzog teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 26, wherein the plurality 
of functions include adding an address book to the integrated address book 
clearinghouse (Add New User Function 64 page 5 paragraph 0066). 

1 3. As to claim 32, Hertzog teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 26, wherein the plurality 
of functions include modifying one or more of the plurality of address books forming the 
integrated address book clearinghouse (Put Contact Updates Function 68 page 5 
paragraph 0068). 

14. Claims 21,29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0069874 A1 to Hertzog et al. U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/02127553 A1 to Lai as applied to claims 20 or 26 above, and further in view 
of U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0194295 A1 to Mercure et al. 

As to claim 21 , Lai and Hertzog is silent with reference to an integrated address 
book clearinghouse interface as claimed in Claim 20, including an authorization module 
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for seeking authority to authorize the requests for the performance of the functions on 
the integrated address book clearinghouse if a data envelope does not include 
authorization to perform the requests (Steps 68/70 page 2 paragraph 0032). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Lai and Hertzog with the teaching of 
Mercure because the teaching of Mercure would improve the system of Lai and Hertzog 
by allowing for the re-authentication of a user when it is determined the login is 
unknown (Mercure page 2 paragraph 0032). 

15. As to claim 29, Mercure teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 26, wherein if the 
request does not include authorization to perform the request A seeking authorization to 
perform the request (Steps 68/70 page 2 paragraph 0032). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hertzog and Trent with the teaching of 
Mercure because the teaching of Mercure would improve the system of Hertzog and 
Trent by allowing for the re-authentication of a user when it is determined the login is 
unknown (Mercure page 2 paragraph 0032). 

16. As to claim 30, Mercure teaches a computer-implemented method for managing 
an integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 29, wherein seeking 
authorization to perform the request comprises: redirecting the request to perform a 



Application/Control Number: 10/606,991 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2194 

function on the integrated address book clearinghouse to an authorization source; 
requesting the authorization source authorization to perform the requested function on 
the integrated address book clearinghouse; and if the authorization request is granted 
by the authorization source (Steps 68/70 page 2 paragraph 0032), while Hertzog 
teaches adding the authorization to the request to perform a function on the integrated 
address book clearinghouse ("...records..." page 4 paragraph 0050). 

17. Claims 24 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0069874 A1 to Hertzog et al. in view of U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/02127553 A1 to Lai as applied to claims 20 or 26 above, and further in view 
of U.S. Pat. No. 5,961,620 to Trent et al. 

18. As to claim 24, Hertzog is silent with reference to an integrated address book 
clearinghouse interface as claimed in Claim 20, wherein the functions to be performed 
on the integrated address book clearinghouse include the identification of all entries in 
the integrated address book clearinghouse that meet predetermined criteria ("...search 
address book information..." Col. 5 Ln. 62-65, "...view records by different criteria..." 
Col. 8 Ln. 53 - 58). 

Trent teaches an integrated address book clearinghouse interface as claimed in 
Claim 20, wherein the functions to be performed on the integrated address book 
clearinghouse include the identification of all entries in the integrated address book 
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clearinghouse that meet predetermined criteria ("...search address book information..." 
Col. 5 Ln. 62-65, "...view records by different criteria..." Col. 8 Ln. 53-58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hertzog with the teaching of Trent because 
the teaching of Trent would improve the system of Hertzog by allowing for the 
displaying/viewing of address book records in accordance to a preferred criteria (Trent 
Col. 8 Ln. 53 - 58). 

19. As to claim 33, Trent teaches a computer-implemented method for managing an 
integrated address book clearinghouse as claimed in Claim 26, wherein the plurality of 
functions include an identification of all entries in the integrated address book 
clearinghouse meeting predetermined criteria ("...search address book information..." 
Col. 5 Ln. 62 - 65, "...view records by different criteria..." Col. 8 Ln. 53 - 58). 

20. Claims 34 and 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 5,961,620 to Trent et al. in view of U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/0069874 A1 to Hertzog et al. 

21 . As to claim 34, Trent teaches a computer system comprising: (a) a plurality of 
clients, each of the clients including at least one application program (figures 2/3) 
capable of: (i) accessing a plurality of functions associated with the at least one 
application, the plurality of functions managing a plurality of user controlled address 
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books, the plurality of user controlled address books forming an integrated address 
book clearinghouse (Address Book Application Program Interfaces 220/222, Address 
Book Dynamic Link Library 210 Col. 5 Ln. 14 - 55, Col. 6 Ln. 1 - 30, General Type 
manger 310 Col. 7 Ln. 1 - 9, Col. 8 Ln. 49 - 67); and (ii) generating a request to 
perform a function on the integrated address book clearinghouse to perform the request 
(Col. 5 Ln. 62 - 65, "...service requests..." Col. 7 Ln. 37 - 63); and a server 
arrangement for: (i) storing the integrated address book clearinghouse (Address Book 
Database Mass Storage Subsystem 116 Col. 5 Ln. 49 - 67); and (ii) receiving requests 
from the plurality of clients to perform functions on the integrated address book 
clearinghouse ("...accessing. ..accesses. ..enter, edit, and search address book 
information..." Col. 5 Ln. 49 - 67, "...update individual records..." Col. 6 Ln. 7 - 13). 

Trent is silent with reference to a server arrangement for: (iii) examining received 
requests to perform functions on the integrated address book clearinghouse to 
determine if the requests also include authorization to perform the requests; (iv) 
performing a function if a received request includes authorization to perform the 
function on the integrated address book clearinghouse; and (v) reporting the 
performance of the function to the client that generated the request to perform the 
function on the integrated address book clearinghouse, the reporting including 
information identifying a user controlled address book of the plurality of user controlled 
address books on which the function was performed. 

Hertzog teaches a server arrangement for: (iii) examining received requests to 
perform functions on the integrated address book clearinghouse to determine if the 
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requests also include authorization to perform the requests ("...in the case of a valid 
user... or an exception..." page 5 paragraph 0063); (iv) performing a function if a 
received request includes authorization to perform the function on the integrated 
address book clearinghouse ("...return a response... "cookie"..." page 5 paragraph 
0063); and (v) reporting the performance of the function to the client that generated the 
request to perform the function on the integrated address book clearinghouse, the 
reporting including information identifying a user controlled address book of the plurality 
of user controlled address books on which the function was performed ("...return a 
response... "cookie"..." page 5 paragraph 0063, Authentication Function 60 
"...identify..." page 5 paragraph 0064). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Trent with the teaching of Hertzog because 
the teaching of Hertzog would improve the system of Trent by allowing for a single copy 
of personal information concerning a specific user to exist in a server database and is 
accessible to multiple users to who an owner has granted access permission (Hertzog 
page 4 paragraph 0050). 

22. As to claim 36, Hertzog teaches a computer system as claimed in Claim 34, 
wherein the server arrangement includes: a storage server for storing the integrated 
address book clearinghouse (Server Database 34 page 4 paragraph 0050); and a 
separate control server for receiving requests to perform functions on the integrated 
address book clearinghouse from the plurality of clients, examining received requests to 
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perform functions on the integrated address book clearinghouse to determine if the 
requests also include authorization to perform the requested functions, performing the 
requested functions (Application Server 40 page 5 paragraphs 0060-0064), and 
reporting the performance of a requested function to the client that generated the 
request, the reporting including information identifying a user controlled address book of 
the plurality of user controlled address books on which the function was performed 
("...cookie..." page 5 paragraphs 0062/0064). 

23. As to claim 37, Trent teaches a computer system as claimed in Claim 34, 
wherein the plurality of functions include the addition of a user controlled address book 
to the integrated address book clearinghouse ("...edit..." Col. 5 Ln. 62 - 65, 
"...update..." Col. 6 Ln. 4 - 13, "...add/create..." Col. 8 Ln. 52 - 58). 

24. As to claim 38, Trent teaches a computer system as claimed in Claim 34, 
wherein the plurality of functions include modifying the content of one or more of the 
user controlled address books that form the integrated address book clearinghouse 
("...edit..." Col. 5 Ln. 62 - 65, "...update..." Col. 6 Ln. 4 - 13, "...add/create..." Col. 8 
Ln. 52 - 58 "...gtmEditAddress..." Col. 7 Ln. 42 - 53). 

25. As to claim 39, Trent teaches a computer system as claimed in Claim 34, 
wherein the plurality of functions include the identification of all entries in the integrated 
address book clearinghouse that meet predetermined criteria ("...search address book 
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information..." Col. 5 Ln. 62 - 65, "...view records by different criteria..." Col. 8 Ln. 53 - 
58). 

26. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,961,620 to Trent et al. in view of U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0069874 A1 to 
Hertzog et al. as applied to claim 34 above, and further in view of U.S. Pub. No. 
2002/0194295 A1 to Mercure et al. 

27. As to claim 35, Hertzog and Trent are silent with reference to a computer system 
as claimed in Claim 34, wherein if the received request does not include authorization to 
perform the requested function, the server arrangement seeks authorization to perform 
the requested function from an authorization source. 

Mercure teaches a computer system as claimed in Claim 34, wherein if the 
received request does not include authorization to perform the requested function, the 
server arrangement seeks authorization to perform the requested function from an 
authorization source (Steps 68/70 page 2 paragraph 0032). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Hertzog and Trent with the teaching of 
Mercure because the teaching of Mercure would improve the system of Hertzog and 
Trent by allowing for the re-authentication of a user when it is determined the login is 
unknown (Mercure page 2 paragraph 0032). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 20-39 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E. Anya whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3757. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on 571-272-3718. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



cea. 




